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EDWARDSVILLE TOWNSHIP RECAPS YEAR 
 

Strides made in transparency, service programs, and improvements at Township Park 
 

Edwardsville, Illinois – May 26, 2016.  As Edwardsville Township began its new fiscal year in April, 
Edwardsville Township Supervisor Frank Miles reviewed the accomplishments of the Board at the May 
24, 2016, meeting of the Edwardsville Township Board of Trustees. 
 
“We have made great progress attaining the goals we set for ourselves,” said Supervisor Miles.  “There 
is more exciting things to come.” 
 
The Township has continued to address the modernization of its administration of Township services 
by continuing its partnership with the Public Administration and Policy Analysis Department at SIUE to 
offer internships.  One project developed by an intern was the reformatting of township website, 
www.edwardsvilletownship.com, to meet ADA compliance.  “The new website utilizes a theme that 
allows for various assistive devices to seamlessly access information provided online.  The website 
was also developed using a 10-point transparency checklist provided by the Illinois Policy Institute,” 
said Supervisor Miles.  “This checklist follows the Freedom of Information Act requirements for 
government agencies and outlines all requirements in regards to contact information, public meetings, 
public information, budgets, audits, expenditures, compensation, contracts, and taxes.  All of this 
information is available on our website.” 
 
The Facility Planning Committee continued to convene to research facility options for Township 
properties located at 300 W Park and 216 Crane Street.  “The Committee reviewed a proposal from the 
City of Edwardsville and is in the process of reviewing offers submitted by area developers,” said 
Supervisor Miles.  “The committee recently released a bid for asbestos removal in the Hays Mallory 
Community Building and we hope to move on this in June.” 
 
“Remaining fiscally responsible to our taxpayers is another priority we set at the beginning of our term 
of office, and we took several steps this past year to attain this,” continued Supervisor Miles. 
 
In December the Township reduced its tax levy 1%, resulting in an approximate 4% reduction in the 
Township’s tax rate.  “This savings was found by diligently managing the budget while creating a 
good foundation for the future by budgeting for capital expenses in a Capital Development Fund 
which will be funded by cash reserves.  This will strengthen our financial position as we prepare to 
address capital building issues mainly in rebuilding the infrastructure at Township Park,” said 
Supervisor Miles. 
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In April, the Township adopted its 2016-17 Budget and Appropriations Ordinance, which was an 11% 
reduction in overall spending.  “The budget authorized a transfer of $60,000 from the Town Fund to 
the Capital Development Fund.  This fund was recommended by the Financial Services Committee to 
fund planned important improvements at the Park, as well as establish a reserve for unanticipated 
repairs that may be required going forward,” continued Supervisor Miles. 
 
The Township also greatly improved the programs and services provided to Township residents.  “We 
have continued to increase awareness of our programs with partnerships established with the 
Riverbend Head Start, the Main Street Community Center, and the Glen Ed Ministerial Alliance,” 
noted Supervisor Miles. 
 
Partnering with the Glen Ed Ministerial Alliance, the Township’s Social Service Safety Net Forum was 
held in June to facilitate coordination of services and benefits among organizations/agencies to better 
service the residents and clients of the Township.  The outcomes of the event included creating a 
directory of social services providers (or a reference guide of services offered and contact 
information), creating a common intake application that can be used for referrals to other 
organizations, and establishing a client database to be shared by organizations to assist with the 
coordination of benefits. 
 
As a follow-up to the Forum, the Township has hosted three Lunch and Learn Workshops on topics 
including Assisting Homeless Clients, Assisting Victims of Domestic Violence, and Transportation 
Resources.  Speakers have included representatives from the Oasis Women’s Center, the Good 
Samaritan House, Madison County Community Development, Land of Lincoln Legal Aid, Main Street 
Community Center, Faith In Action, and Madison County Transit. 
 
The Township also received a cemetery plot from the estate of William Oliver and Darlis May Eaker.  
The plot has been designated for the burial of a Township veteran in need.  “This cemetery plot will 
allow the Township to assist a GA client that is a veteran with their burial expenses,” said Supervisor 
Miles. 
 
After replacing two computers in the Supervisor’s Office, the Township was able to take surplus 
computer equipment and make a terminal available to clients seeking assistance from DHS and 
IDES.  This allows clients to apply for additional benefits they may be entitled to.  
 
The Township renewed its support of the Main Street Community Center with a service agreement to 
support the Center’s Meals on Wheels Program and congregate meals offered at the Center and to 
sponsor a Lunch and Learn Series.  “In addition, our Community Outreach Coordinator continues to 
have regular onsite hours at the Center to assist seniors with our programs and other programs 
available through the state of Illinois,” remarked Supervisor Miles. 
 
The Township’s Community Outreach Coordinator also completed Senior Health Insurance 
Programming or SHIP training, which allows her to assist seniors enrolling in Medicare and 
supplemental policies. 
 
As an intake office for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP), the Township 
accepted 251 applications for energy assistance.  As another service, we assist residents with 
applications for the Benefit Access Program (formerly Circuit Breaker).  “This past year we assisted 
with 97 applications,” said Supervisor Miles. 
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The Township also distributed 20 Thanksgiving Baskets to residents in need through the EHS 
Student Council, NO Nelson Elementary, Leclaire Elementary, and Riverbend Head Start.  “These 
baskets were prepared with the more than 500lbs of food collected at our Touch a Truck food drive,” 
added Supervisor Miles. 
 
“Finally, the most important assistance program we provide is our General Assistance and 
Emergency Assistance programs.  This year we processed more than 25 applications for these 
programs.  We also assisted with 4 homeless cases.  We attribute this to the direct approach we have 
taken with providing information about this program to area churches and social services agencies,” 
said Supervisor Miles.   
 
The Robert C. Stille Edwardsville Township Community Park continues to be the most visible service 
offered by the Township.  “We have made several improvements to the Park this year and have much 
more slated for next year,” said Supervisor Miles. 
 
Responding to residents’ requests, the Township implemented a new reservation policy that allows 
residents to reserve all eight pavilions, the tennis courts, the inline skating rink, and the soccer field. 
“We previously only reserved the three largest pavilions, but the pavilions closest to the playgrounds 
are always in high demand.  Our reservations have increased 50% due to this change,” commented 
Supervisor Miles. 
 
The Township also launched Park Fun Kits this past year.  These kits include yard games such as 
badminton, volleyball, nerf football, wiffleball, ladder golf, and bags.  The kits are free but do require a 
deposit. 
 
With grants from the Metro East Park and Recreation District, the Township installed an all season 
restroom facility near the Boundless Playground.  The new restroom features one women’s and one 
men’s lavatory that is heated and fully compliant with the ADA.  It also features a personal electronic 
device charging station so park guests can charge their smart phones and tablets.  “This project 
would not have been possible without the assistance of Highway Commissioner Danny Picarella and 
his team who were instrumental in the installation of utilities and preparing the site,” added Supervisor 
Miles. 
 
The Township also ran electricity to pavilions 7 and 8, the only two pavilions without electricity in the 
park.  “We also installed an electrical outlet box north of the Boundless Playground.  This lockable 
steel electrical outlet box will provide electricity to future events that will take place in the open play 
field south of the airplane,” said Supervisor Miles. 
 
Also a part of this project, the Township installed a 3kW solar panel and a personal dual electric 
vehicle charger.  This project was funded by grants from the Illinois Clean Energy Community 
Foundation and Madison County Sustainability program. 
 
The renovation of restroom 2 was another large infrastructure improvement project to take place in 
the Park this year.  With funding from Madison County Park Enhancement Program, Madison County 
Sustainability Program and MEPRD again, the Township was able to replace all fixtures will low-flow 
environmentally friendly fixtures, install new hand dryers, partitions, and baby changing tables, and 
paint the ceiling, walls, and floors.   
 
The Township also held several events in the Park this year.  In June, the Township hosted 
reenactors from the Illinois Rangers and Sons of the American Revolution for a Flag Day ceremony. 
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Our second annual Touch a Truck event was an overwhelming success with an estimated 8000 
guests in attendance exploring more than 50 vehicles.  “We had a children’s area funded by 
sponsorships that featured carnival games, face painting, and a photo booth,” said Supervisor Miles. 
 
Finally this year, the Township conclude its aircraft renovation project – Mission: Preservation, the 
Campaign to Restore the Plane.  This project will renovate the A7 Corsair on display in the park and 
has received over $8,000 in private donations so far.  “Once the project is completed, we will host a 
community-wide event to recognize this milestone for the park and the efforts of those who brought 
us the plane and those that helped bring it back to its original conditions,” remarked Supervisor Miles. 
 
Speaking to the Board, Supervisor Miles concluded, “It’s been a great three years so far, and I am 
looking forward to these and other projects in the coming days and months.  I want to investigate 
ways we can better engage the members of the Township community.  Township Government is one 
of the least understood levels of government.  My plan, which I am sure is also yours, is that we will 
be the best township not only in Madison County, but in all of Illinois.”  
 
Edwardsville Township is comprised of the City of Edwardsville, Village of Glen Carbon and 
unincorporated areas just outside of these two municipalities.    The Township Supervisor’s office is 
located at 300 West Park in Edwardsville and is open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Monday and Friday 
and from 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.   
 

Learn more about Edwardsville Township online at www.edwardsvilletownship.com or contact the 
Township Offices by phone at 618-656-0292.  
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